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dealt with the complex situations called forth by these condi-
tions, and demonstrating the successful results which he
achieved.25 But all this was not done without a strain upon
his powers of mind and body which told severely upon him,
So that we can well understand the wish that he expressed
that he could bury himself for six months in some place
where no rumour of Italian affairs could reach his ears.

In 1484 Florence was drawn into a desultory war with
Genoa, and took Pietrasanta; and in 1487 Lorenzo himself
conducted an expedition against Sarzana (which had been
captured from Florence during the war of 1478-1480), and
retook that town: an act which still further increased his popu-
larity, as the loss of Sarzana had been deeply felt by the
Florentines. In August 1487, while Lorenzo was absent at the
baths of Filetta, whither he had gone owing to his increasing
attacks of gout, his wife, Clarice, died, at thirty-four. She
died somewhat suddenly, and he heard of her death before he
knew that she was ill.

In 1488 Pope Innocent VIII, impressed with Lorenzo's
growing importance, desired a marriage between one oi his
sons,26 Francesco Cibo, and one of Lorenzo's daughters: a
significant sign of the extent to which this citizen family
were rising in worldly estimation. Lorenzo gave him his
eldest daughter, Maddalena. They were married on the 2oth
January 1488. An episode in connection with this marriage
gives us a glimpse of the simplicity of the domestic life in the
Medici Palace. It is related that when Francesco Cibo came
with a very grand retinue from Rome for this marriage27 he
and his suite were splendidly lodged and luxuriously enter-
tained in a separate palace; but after three days Cibo himself
went to stay at the Medici Palace with his future father-in-
law. There, astonished at the simple style of living, so dif-
ferent from what he had been accustomed to in the Papal
palace at Rome, as well as from that which his own retinue
were receiving elsewhere, he thought that an insult was being
put upon him. It was then explained to him that it was no